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Day in Clay 
By Thea Maletta and Rhea Tejwani 

  On November 24, sixth grade students gathered in Ms. Heffler’s room to 
watch Mr. Mendelson, an art professor, create a vase on a pottery wheel. 
Students quickly understood the value of pottery and the meaning it has 
in society.  They also picked up helpful tips for pottery and art in general.  
This program is called Day in Clay, an annual pottery workshop for both 
sixth and seventh grade.   
  For the sixth graders, each homeroom rotated classes on a modified 
schedule to include time for a one hour set aside for Day In Clay.  
Students in the sixth grade watchedMr. Mendelson create a vase on a 
pottery wheel. Before they began, Mr. Mendelson interacted with the 
(continued on page 4) 

Lego Robotics Club 
  By Sofia Kontolios 

the 

Annie 
By Sofia Kontolios 

American Education Week 
  By Sydney Woods 

The Lego Robotics Club is a brand 
new club starting this year at DMS. 
The club is for students in all 
grades who have an interest in 
learning how to program and build 
their own robots. Students are also 
challenged by solving problems on 
their own.  The Lego Robotics 
Club is modeled after the First 
(continued on page 8) 

 National Education Week is a 
week dedicated to celebrating 
public schools and honoring the 
individuals who provide students 
with a wonderful education.  It 
occurred from November 17 to 
November 21. 
(continued on page 6) 

This year at Demarest Middle 
School, the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
and eighth graders are putting on a 
show of the classic film and 
Broadway musical, Annie. Students 
will be performing in the show or 
participating in the stage crew. The 
stage crew is responsible for 
decorating the set and making sure 
everything is in place for the show. 
DMS students are not alone in this 
production, though.	  	  	  
(continued on page 2) 
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   The team that is to help the 
students put on Annie  are Jenn, 
Katherine, Anthony, and Jess.  All 
are from Porch Light Theater 
Studio. This program helped put 
on Footloose and Grease in the 
past at Demarest Middle School. 
Jenn Pifher is the owner of Porch 
Light Theater Studio. Katherine 
will be directing the show, which 
means she will be making sure 
every scene goes smoothly 
throughout rehearsals and the 
performances. Anthony is the 
musical director. He helps 
students with their singing and 
accompanies the students during 
their performances. (plays piano, 
drums, etc.)  

Annie 

Teacher of the Month: Mr. Lefer 
By Ohr Yaholomi 

Jess, the choreographer, makes 
sure the performers are dancing 
the right steps. Auditions for 
Annie were already held on 
November 24th. Students who 
wanted to perform in the musical 
already had a scheduled time to 
sing a choice of “Maybe”, “I 
Don’t Need Anyone But You”, 
and “Easy Street”. These are all 
classic songs from the original 
Annie. Those who auditioned also 
had to run lines from the script, 
alone or with a friend. This was 
how they expressed their acting 
skills to the four members of 
Porch Light. Roles were already 
set that week, and everyone who 
auditioned 
  
  
  

knew who their characters were. 
Rehearsals immediately followed 
on December 1st and will 
continue until the performance 
days, January 30th and 31st. Make 
sure to get your tickets to 
Demarest Middle School’s Annie 
to show support for your fellow 
peers.  
  
  
  

  This year, a handful of new 
teachers have been welcomed into 
DMS, including seventh grade’s 
Mr. Lefer. He studied at The 
College Of New Jersey and has 
wanted to teach Social Studies 
ever since fourth grade, when he 
started to develop a deep interest 
in it. Mr. Lefer watched the 
History Chanel a lot when he was 
younger but he did not know that 
he wanted to be a teacher until 
after high school. 
   Eventually he decided that the 
best way to coach track and field 
and to teach social studies was to 
begin a teaching  
 
  

and to teach social studies was to 
begin a teaching   
job at a school. Mr. Lefer says he
loves working with the seventh 
grade team. He knows that the 
seventh graders come in every 
day, ready to learn, and he likes 
that they want to see what he has 
to offer as a teacher. Mr. Lefer 
says that he originally did not 
want to teach seventh grade at all 
because it was supposed to be 
tough, but he is adapting well.  
We welcomed Mr. Lefer with an 
open mind into our community, 
and he has turned out to be a great 
fit.	   
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The 5th and 6th Grade Dance 
By Ohr Yahalomi 

  On December Fifth, fifth and 
sixth grade students gathered for a 
fun and exciting dance. There 
were disco lights, songs blasting, 
and of course, all of the kids were 
enjoying themselves. They played 
different interactive games such 
as “Coke and Pepsi” and danced 
like there was no tomorrow. It was 
a very fun night for sure. 
 
  The gym entrance was covered 
in bright, red streamers that set 
the mood.  One could find tables 
around the room with delicious 
refreshments. Straight ahead was 
the dance floor, where you could 
see all the kids dancing and 
talking among themselves. 
Chaperones, like teachers and 
parents, helped with snacks and 
monitored the dance.  
  One highlight of the night was 
when the kids played the game 
“Coke and Pepsi.” The students 	  	  
 
  
  
  
  

were split up into two groups, one 
on each side of the gym. There were 
different terms that indicated for 
different tasks to be completed. 
For example, the word “Coke” 
meant for the kids on one side of the 
gym to run and kneel next to the 
kids on the opposite side. And the 
opposite went for the word “Pepsi.” 
For about an hour, the kids ran back 
and forth, stopping to high five each 
other in the middle or even bumping 
hips, as the term’s actions called for. 
  
   Noelle Verna quotes “I had a lot of 
fun and I would definitely go again 
if I could.” Another student, 
Christian Kim, stated, “I liked 
getting ‘gifts’ like the glow sticks 
and glow rings.” There is no doubt 
that all of the fifth and sixth grade 
students had a great time and loved 
being a part of the dance. 
 
 

caption 
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Day In Clay 
By Thea Maletta and Rhea Tejwani 

students by talking to them about 
the different types of pottery from 
different cultures, which relates to 
what the sixth graders are 
learning.  While making the vase 
on the wheel, Mr. Mendelson 
explained how to create any type 
of pottery on a wheel and went 
over the elements of design.  He 
sporadically paused to let the 
students look at the vase he was 
creating.  Once the vase was 
complete, i t needed to be 
decorated.  Some students 
volunteered to roll coils for the 
vase handle. Mr. Mendelson 
guided students through this 
process. Later on, all students 
were given the opportunity to 
carve and decorate the vase for 
their homeroom.  Catie Frank, a 
sixth grade student, said, “I 
  
  
  
  

learned how to make clay pots from 
Africa and India,” which also 
helped her understand the culture of 
pottery and what they were learning 
in social studies.  Mr. Cole, the sixth 
grade social studies teacher 
explained that day in clay “helps the 
students understand how art evolved 
and changed throughout the years.” 
  The next day, seventh grade 
students experienced the wonder of 
Day In Clay.  Because they were 
learning about Native Americans in 
social studies, the seventh grade 
students created their own Native 
A m e r i c a n p i n c h p o t s . M r. 
Mendelson demonstrated how to 
create each aspect of the pots. While 
the students were working on their 
pots, Mr. Mendelson offered any 
assistance.   

After creating their pots, students 
added coil accents for decoration 
and painted them later on in 
science class.  Not only did this 
relate to social studies, it helped 
students bring out their inner 
artist. Annalise Sands, a seventh 
grader spoke about what she 
thought of day in clay. “Day In 
Clay was more interesting [than 
in sixth grade], I learned more 
information about what I am 
learning in social studies. We are 
learning about Indian Tribe’s 
culture; while I was making and 
decorating my pinch pot, I 
learned a little more about the 
culture of different Indian 
Tribes.” 
  Overall, Day in Clay was a great 
way for the sixth and seventh 
grade students to undercover their 
artistic side and have a relaxing 
activity that related back to their 
social studies curriculum.  Day in 
Clay 2014 was a huge success. 
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American Education Week 
By Sydney Woods 

 

   The Student Council at Demarest Middle School 
organized various events during this week. The 
events were both fun for the students and the 
teachers. 
 
   On Monday, November 17, DMS had D.E.A.R. 
time 9th period.  During the last period of the school 
day every student read for a full forty-two minutes 
until the end of the period.   
 
 
  

   On Tuesday, November 18, the Student Council 
prepared a breakfast for the teachers early in the 
morning. The Student Council members brought in 
bagels, donuts, and coffee for Demarest Middle 
School’s staff to show appreciation for everything 
that they contribute to the school. Also, there was an 
extended homeroom in which each class made a 
card dedicated to thanking someone special,.  
 
   Wednesday was school spirit day. Students came 
to school wearing red and white to show Demarest 
Middle School spirit.  
 
 Thursday was an entertaining day for both teachers 
and students. It was gym teacher switch day.    
 
  

Multiple teachers from around the school 
volunteered to participate in a gym class 
throughout the day.  Some teachers instructed 
games, while others interacted with the students. 
Teachers played fun gym games for a whole 
period, such as soccer. 
    
   Finally, Friday, November 21 was pajama 
day.  The students all had permission to attend 
school in their pajamas. This was the final event of 
the week and a great way to end National 
Education Week in the Demarest Middle School. 
 
   The events that the Student Council put together 
for National Education Week benefited both the 
teachers and the students by giving them fun, 
entertaining, and relaxing days.   
 
 
  

Picture?	  

Picture?	  
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Black Friday 
By Chris Alevrontas 

Common Core Interview 
By Ray Lee 

Thursday” sounds negative 
toward the citizen point of view, it 
is a l i t t le helpful for the 
stores.  Now that stores are 
opening on Thanksgiving, it will 
lessen the traffic and make more 
profit.  Shopping may sound   
appealing to people willing to buy 
cheaper products, but it is starting 
to take away the true meaning of 
Thanksgiving.  If “Black 
Thursday” continues each year, 
the United States will soon lose a 
tradition that has been going on 
for more than 400 years.  
 
  
  
  
  

	     Black Friday has been a 
tradition in the United States 
since the early 2000s, and 
recently, i t has started to 
change.  Since last year, in 2013, 
stores have opened their doors on 
Thanksgiving Day.  The true 
purpose of Black Friday is to give 
shoppers good deals on items they 
have been waiting to get for a 
while, all on the day after 
Thanksgiving. Now that Black 
Friday is beginning to start on 
Thanksgiving Day, since 2013, 
employees that want to spend 
time with their families are forced 
to work.  These employees also 

	  	  

 
 
 
  With the incoming change of 

curriculum at DMS, many 
students are adapting to the 
changes in schoolwork and 
content. The new courses of study 
are known as the Common Core 
Curriculum. Forty-six states, 
including all United States 
territories (but Puerto Rico) have 
adopted the new school standards 
into their public educational 
systems. Many states brought in 
the new methods in 2010, 
however full implementation did 
not happen until  recently for New 
Jersey, resulting in sudden 
change. Writer Raymund Lee 
interviewed Demarest Middle 
School’s curriculum director Mr. 
Regan to gather more information 
on the new educational practices. 

 The Common Core state 
standards are a set of skills for 
grades K-12 that will help 
students provide and create a 
efficiently, so that all teachers and   
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have no choice of not going to 
work on Thanksgiving because 
they could get fired.  Also, large 
companies have started to take 
advantage of Thanksgiving by 
giving out amazing sales to 
people who are willing to leave 
their families, and instead go 
shopping.  This was not originally 
meant to happen, so that was why 
Black Friday was created.   
   Thanksgiving was meant for 
people to give thanks for 
everything they are grateful for, 
but now it is starting to become a 
major shopping day.  Although 
this new idea of  “Black 

pathway to college and career 
readiness. “Change is a process not 
an event,” said Mr. Regan when 
asked about  why it has taken so 
long for the change to happen. The 
conversion to a better and more 
beneficial school standards is a large 
paradigm, and the change needed to 
happen effectively and  
are fully aware of the new Common 
Core content. Proving that education 
is the key to success, the Common 
Core calls for greater rigor in 
literacy practices and greater 
implementation of informational 
text. Mr. Regan’s response to 
whether the curriculum 
is beneficial or not was positive, 
calling it “a tremendous standard 
that excels in the same instruction 
for 46 states.” This results in 
a c a d e m i c s y n c h r o n i z a t i o n 
throughout the US. Mr. Regan asks 
students that they obtain and 
maintain organization, time 

managemen t , and “g r i t ” , 
because with these qualities 
a n y o n e  c a n  s u c c e e d 
academically, regardless of the 
c u r r i c u l u m . M r . R e g a n 
encourages parents to use the 
e x t e n s i v e  r e s o u r c e s 
corresponding with the Common 
Core on the Demarest School 
Districts website, and to contact 
him with any questions at 
regan@nvnet.org.  



What’s Going On? 
By Jerry Abramson and Ben Alfano 

In science class, they have a 
classification foldable project. In 
math they are learning about 
decimal place value, comparing/
ordering and rounding. The fifth 
graders are being educated on 
Asia and graphing in social 
studies. In language arts they 
had to write a paper on natural 
disasters. So far the fifth graders 
seem to be comfortable and 
starting to feel at home now. 
 
 
  

5th Grade 6th Grade 

Ms.  Lew  is  teaching  the  sixth 
grade  students  all  about 
converting  measurements.     In 
Language Arts they are learning 
how  to  write  magazine 
articles.   Mr. Quillen is teaching 
fossils  in his science class.  The 
sixth  grade  is  learning  about 
Greek  mythology  and  Greek 
historic figures.   
 
  
  

7th Grade 

The seventh grade most 
recently had a Day in Clay 
and finished their pottery by 
painting. They just recently 
finished learning about the 
Constitution in Civics Class.  
They have been working on a 
Language Arts poetry project. 
The seventh graders seem to 
have a packed December 
schedule filled with tests and 
quizzes that lead up to the last 
week of school in December.  
  
  
  8th Grade 

Recently the eighth grade took 
part in the Spanish CRT.  This 
was a test for placement in the 
high school.  In eight grade 
language arts, every student is 
r e a d i n g  a  n o n - f i c t i o n 
information text-book.  Charlie 
McGill came to DMS to speak 
about what it is like to work for 
a newspaper and draw the 
Athlete of the Week for The 
Record.  In algebra they are 
learning functions, progression 
lines, and using the graphing 
calculator.  Mr. Giaconia is 
teaching the students about the 
Antebellum and Civil War.  In 
science, the s tudents are 
c u r r e n t l y l e a r n i n g a b o u t 
bonding.   
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Robotics 
By Sofia Kontolios 

problems and challenges,” says 
Mr. Quillen.  
   Members meet in Mrs. Werner’s 
room at lunch and recess on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. If 
you are interested in robots and 
solving challenging problems, 
you should join The Lego 
Robotics Club next year since it is 
open to everyone. 
  
 
  
  
  
  

 
  

From page 1
 
 
  

   Lego League Robotics 
Competition. The competition 
is between other Lego Robotics 
Teams in the Valley, which is 
why the club was originally 
called the Lego Robotics Team.  
  
   Mrs. Werner, the eighth grade 
science teacher who started the 
program and is currently 
running it, spoke about the 
structure of the class and the 
relaxed atmosphere. She says 
that the club is very “student 
driven” and also describes the 
atmosphere as “open, relaxed”. 
Since there are no lectures, 
notes, quizzes, or tests, Mrs. 
Werner says, “It’s a great 
opportunity to see students in a 
non-stressed atmosphere.” 
Students in the club do not 
work independently. Instead, 
members are put in small 
groups to compete against their 
peers in the classroom. Each 
team of students is given a 
challenge and they complete 
that challenge by using 
Mindstorms NXT Software and 
then building their robots.  
The Lego Robotics Team is a 
wonderful opportunity for 
students to apply their interest 
in programming and robotics in 
a relaxed environment.  “The 
Lego Robotics Club is an 
awesome opportunity for its 
members to apply their 
engineering skills to solve   

Boys’ Basketball 
By Jackson Hecker 

   The Demarest Wildcats boys’ 
basketball team is back. The team 
is full of sixth, seventh, and 
eighth graders. Even though they 
may not be the same age, each 
and every member works together 
as a team.  
  
  
  

   This year the team started their 
season out positive. In their first 
game against Harrington Park, the 
boys’ basketball team was able to 
pull out a 66-54 victory. Demarest 
had a big lead throughout the 
game, but there was a comeback 
by Harrington Park early in the 
fourth quarter. The eighth graders, 
however, came into the game and 
pushed through for the victory.  
 With tenacious defense and great 
shooting in the last four minutes, 
every member fulfilled their job.  
The Demarest Wildcats won their 
first game. 
   Every player on the team had 
his own contribution to the 
winning game. Some players had 
many steals and blocks on 
defense, while others exceled on 
offense with  many points and 
assists. The team needed both of 
these strengths to win their first 
game of the season.  If you are 
in teres ted in seeing great 
teamwork and playing on the 
court, come out to watch the 
boys’ home games at LLE. 
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Should we Add More School Days When Snow Days Occur? 

Swoosh! A snowball zooms past a playful 
child’s face making their day.  This is one of the 
great parts of having a snow day. These 
wonderful days should not be added to the end 
of the school year, but instead, they should not 
be added at all.  These days bring joy to almost 
every student willing to escape learning and just 
have fun all day long.  It would be unfair to give 
these cheerful students more days of school 
because of something that occurred naturally. 
  
Snow days cannot be prevented, so there is no 
reason in adding those missed days to the end of 
the year. Snow days also give students who are 
too stressed about school work a break from the 
cause of their commotion to relax and relieve 
some of the stress they are feeling. These tense 
students can leave their worries in the snow by 
just going outside, smelling the fresh air, and 
throwing a snowball or two with their neighbor. 
  
Snow days also give students more entertaining 
days than they would normally have at school 
because they get to fool around and be 
outside.  Along with bringing students joy, snow 
days also allow students to get outside more and 
interact with nature.   
 
These amazing days are the best chance of 
getting kids outside to play, because snow 
makes nature and the outdoors more 
exciting.  These are some of the many reasons 
why snow days should not be added to the end 
of the school year, but more importantly not 
added back at all. 
 
  
  
  
  

When  winter  comes  rolling  around,  there  is  one 
thing you can always count on in New Jersey: snow. 
But with this weather comes unplanned days off of 
school,  which,  at  the  time,  may  seem  like  the 
greatest,  well  in reality it  is  not.   Although some 
students, and even teachers, argue that it is unfair to 
add more days at the end of the year, or take off 
some from April Break, it actually makes sense.  
 
For everyday that you play in the snow instead of 
going to school,  there is  another  day of  going to 
school instead of playing in the sun.  There is no 
difference in losing a day due to snow or not losing 
any at all, because in the end the amount of school 
days in a year will be equal.  The only difference is 
the weather aspect, but there are an equal amount of 
activities to pursue in both the warm and the cold.  
 
Also, losing a few days of school can throw a whole 
science  unit  behind,  thus  reducing the  amount  of 
information  a  student  can  understand  and  obtain.  
This can negatively effect upcoming test and quiz 
scores.   In  math,  for  example,  without  a  full 
understanding  of  one  topic  or  concept,  it  is  very 
difficult  to  advance  onto  a  more  challenging 
subject.   If  a  student  does  not  properly  learn  the 
foundation to a chapter because of a lack of school 
days, then he or she may not be able to understand 
information following that. By adding more days to 
the  school  year,  teachers  are  able  to  cover 
everything in its entirety, which provides students 
with the full concepts they strive to learn.  
 
While considering these aspects, some light is shed 
on a new perspective of the “unfairness” of adding 
more days to the school year.  Brace yourself for the 
cold days ahead and keep a look out for snowflakes, 
but  keep in mind that  snow days are not  entirely 
“days off,” and that is not a bad thing.

 
  

PRO 
By Claire Yoo 

CON 
By Chris Alevrontas 
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The Contract By Derek Jeter 
By Ben Alfano 

Yasou Mykonos, the small Greek 
restaurant in the downtown of 
Demarest, is the perfect place to 
experience delicious Greek Food in 
a wonderful environment. This 
restaurant serves everything from 
falafel to chicken and French fries 
with a varied menu.  Everything is 
prepared with fresh ingredients and 
care.  Each bite is tasty and you 
know a lot of work was put into 
making the meal.  Yasou Mykonos 
also delivers school lunches to the 
Demarest Middle School.  These 
hot lunches give students a chance 
to have a healthy and tasty meal 
that comes straight to the school.  
Yasou Mykonos is the hidden gem 
of Demarest. 
 
  
  

   Who does not know who Derek 
Jeter is?  Everyone does!  He is a 
New York Yankees legend, 5-
Time World Series champion, all 
time Yankees lead hitter, and 
more.  He can do everything, 
including writing books.  Derek 
Jeter ’s new hot read, The 
Contract, is a great book about 
what it took to make it in the big 
leagues.   
   As a young kid, everyone has 
big dreams, and so did Derek 
Jeter.  Actually, Derek dreamed of 
being the shortstop for the New 
York Yankees. Derek set high 
standards and goals for himself, 
and worked extremely hard as a 
baseball player. Along with 
w o r k i n g h a r d a n d b e i n g 
dedicated, he could not have 
gotten through his  journey 
without his parents.   His parents 
without 
  

even  made  him  a  “contract”  to 
help him succeed on the field,  in 
school,  and  as  a  kind  family 
member.  This contract helped him 
become the  successful  man he  is 
today.   On and off the field, Derek 
always  strives  for  greatness.   No 
matter  what  happened in  his  life, 
throughout the ups and downs, he 
kept working hard.  
   The  Contract  is  not  only  an 
interesting  book  about  Derek 
Jeter’s childhood, but a novel that 
teaches  you  valuable  lessons  in 
life.  Derek always works hard, no 
matter  what.   When  times  are 
tough,  that  is  when  you  have  to 
work  even  harder.   Derek  Jeter 
gets  these  valuable  points  across 
throughout his book.  The Contract 
proves that with hard work and a 
little bit of motivation, anyone can 
go a long way.   

   Anyone in the Demarest Middle 
School can read The Contract by 
Derek Jeter.  If you like baseball, 
and especially Derek Jeter, I 
highly recommend it.  Even if you 
are not a baseball fan, this book 
can teach you to work hard and 
follow your dreams no matter 
what you do.   

 
 
 
  

Yasou Mykonos 
By Rhea Tejwani 
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When one morning waking up 

to the cold 

A breeze sits on the gravel, 

warm days passed 

Outdoor recess soccer games 

put on hold 

Bittersweet sunrise over frosted 

grass 

Leaves, once bursts of red and 

orange and gold, 

 
	  

  

Credits 

Lay on the edges of roads, 

crunched by boots	  

Too soon have they 

transformed to brown and old 

Branches lay bare, they once 

held flowers, fruits 

Lake, frozen over, is now solid 

ice 

Skates gliding, rosy-cheeked 

children roamin’ 

Those who refused to wear 

coats pay the price 

Toasty Disney nights of 

building snowmen	  
	  
With freezing, quickly ending 
days of light 

Happy families with smiles oh so 

bright 

Editors: Sammie Gordon, 

Chris Alevrontas, Thea 

Maletta, Claire Yoo 

Layout Editors: Kyri LePree,  

Phil Gong, Chris Alevrontas  

Photographers: Gillian Koch, 

A l i s s a G o n z a l e z , M i n 

Namgung,  Valentina Rosso, 

Emma Miller, Izzy Urquiola  

Writers: Chris Alevrontas, 

Claire Yoo, Jackson Heckor, 

Sofia Kontolios, Sydney 

Woods, Thea Maletta, Rhea 

Tejwani, Ohr Yalahomi, 

Raymund Lee, Ben Alfano, 

Jerry Abramson	  
 	  
 	  

  

S p e c i a l T h a n k s : Ta r a 
Abramson, Toby Sorge, 
Charlie McGill, and Alan 
Harris 

Sonnet of Winter 
By Claire Yoo 
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Pajama Day! 
Pictures By Valentina Rosso and Alissa Gonzalez 
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